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oversaturation. Even |, a conspiracy buff, looked at these titles on a bookstore
shelf and only gave them a bored glance. If The Lost Symbol had appeared two
years after the DVC blitz, it would have intensified the excitement Brown'’s thriller
had provoked in readers worldwide for conspiracy stories that unmasked the true Florist Hyderabad
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They won't be shocked or provoked. Unless Brown is going to reveal something
earth shaking, readers are just going to get to the end of the book and go: ‘Yeah,
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This is a pity. Because Brown's thriller deserves more than this. | don't know how Chennai, Goa,
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a primer, a preview of what The Lost Symbol (then titled The Solomon Key) could
be about: Dan Burstein and David Shugart’s Secrets of the Widow’s Son: The
Mysteries Surrounding the Sequel to The Da Vinci Code.

The jacket blurb tells us that this “is an unprecedented publishing event: A book
about a book that has yet to be published. As the world waits breathlessly for Dan
Brown to publish his sequel to The Da Vinci Code, this new book, Secrets of the
Widow's Son, prepares international audiences for what they will experience in
Brown’s forthcoming book.

Instead of asking what is fact and what is fiction after reading Brown’s next book
(as so many readers did with The Da Vinci Code), those who read Secrets of the
Widow’s Son will have the unique opportunity to explore these questions in
advance.”

What is left then for us to find out? Only the plot of The Lost Symbol, which will
condense action across centuries into a breathless 12 hour period. Brown’s writing
as we all know (and I'm certain the author himself admits this) is serviceable, not
complex or stylish, and his plotting is clever more than intricate.

For those who still can’t get enough of conspiracy thrillers (and though | whine and
quibble to the contrary, | really am one of those) let me briefly bring up a few
choice items published this year that | have sampled and can recommend: The
Illumination, The Sign, and The Genesis Secret.

These theological thrillers along with the forthcoming new Dan Brown novel are
further proof of how even more powerful than our craving for a good conspiracy is
our desire to believe in one.

Are conspiracies also a comfortable way of making sense of the world? Things

don't just fall apart — somebody makes them fall apart. It stems from the notion
that all of us experience on and off: That things are not what they seem to be.
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